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DIALOGUE   #13   WITH   THE   WRITER   ANA   LIYU   

  
‘AND   ONE   DAY   THE   GIRL   WITH   THE   BOOKS    

BECAME   THE   WOMAN   WRITING   THEM’.   
  
  

Hello,   dear   Ana   Liyu!   May   you   introduce   
yourself,   your   background,   your   art,   and   
your   story   of   becoming   a   novelist?   Also,   
Ana   Liyu   is   your   pseudonym,   may   you   
share   with   us   why   you   chose   it?     
  

Since  I  was  little  I  have  always  been  a  reader,            
a  devourer  of  books,  if  we  could  call  it  this            
way.  I  read  and  wrote  -  stories  that  I  sold  to             
my  relatives  ...  As  a  teenager  I  started  a  half            
novel  with  a  friend,  and  at  the  end  of  17  I             
finished  writing  my  own,  which  my  aunt         
published  and  produced  copies  for  several        
friends.  Then  came  the  stories,  the  poetic         
prose.  And  finally  five  years  ago  I  published          
my  first  novel.  One  of  my  favorite  phrases  that           
I  read  a  long  time  ago  and  with  which  I  feel            
identified  is   ‘And  one  day  the  girl  with  the           
books   became   the   woman   writing   them’.     
I  publish  under  a  pseudonym,  perhaps        
because  I  always  like  the  atmosphere  of  the          
19th  century  and  specifically  the  Brontë        
sisters,  who  published  their  works  under  a         
pseudonym  and  I  liked  the  idea  of  honoring          
them,  and  also  because  I  believe  in  the          
mystery  of  the  writer  and  the  separation  of  the           
personal   life   of   the   literary.     
  

What   does   motivate   you   to   write?   
  

Writing  is  a  part  of  me,  without  it  I  am  not  me.              
There  is  no  other  reason  than  my  own  life,           
since   I   do   not   see   another   way   of   being.   

  
  

You   published   your   first   novel   in   2019   
called   'EL   VERDE   DE   LAS   LÁPIDAS'.   Why,   
for   what,   and   for   whom   this   novel?   Share   
with   us   the   message   of   your   work.     

  
"El  verde  de  las      
lápidas"  was  born  while      
I  was  visiting  the      
Prazeres  Cemetery  in     
Lisbon.  The  idea  came      
to  mind  when  I      
observed  a  woman     
walking  through  the     
cemetery  and  this  was      
mixed  with  another  visit      
she  had  made  to  the       

Scottish  cemetery  of  Greyfriars,  and  from        
there  came  the  plot  and  the  story  of  Simon,           
the  protagonist.   I  visit  cemeteries  in  the  cities          
where  I  live  or  where  I  travel,  and  in  the  end             
this  hobby  gave  way  to  the  idea  for  a  novel            
that  I  wrote  when  I  lived  in  Lisbon,  sitting  in            
coffee  shops  and  libraries  where  I  spent  the          
afternoon  writing.  It  is  a  story  of  life,  not  death,           
despite  taking  place  in  that  setting,  and  the          
end  was  none  other  than  to  be  able  to  portray            
concerns,  realities  and  dreams  in  a  few  pages          
to   form   a   story   that   enveloped   readers.   
  

How   did   you   narrow   down   on   the   title?   
Was   there   any   specific   reason   behind   the   
title   or   some.   Special   significance?   
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The  title  was  born  when  I  had  more  than  half            
of  the  novel  written.  I  think  I  wanted  to  reflect            
in  it  that  the  story  was  not  gloomy,  nor  black,            
nor  was  it  full  of  tragedies.  When  you  write           
about  this  topic  you  can  be  labeled  a  horror           
novel,  fear,  even  fantasy  ...  However,  nothing         
is  further  than  what  was  within  the  story.   A           
palpable  reality,  a  normal  and  ordinary  day  to          
day,  of  human  relationships,  dreams  and        
lights.   Green  is  hope  and  that  which  always          
prevails  even  if  there  is  a  death,  because  the           
people  who  leave,  leave  a  little  in  each  of  us            
and  it  is  our  work  to  take         
advantage  of  it.  I  share  the        
phrase  of  Emily  Dickinson      
"Hope  is  that  thing  with       
feathers  that  rests  on  the  soul        
and   sings   without   stopping"   
  

Your   novel   is   about   
philosophical   
considerations   on   life   and   
'Being'   and   what   is   
surrounding   us...Had   any   
philosophical   thoughts   
worldwide   influenced   you?     
  

I  wanted  to  relate  various  realities,  those  that          
we  find  difficult  to  face.  Not  so  much  death,           
but  life,  the  ins  and  outs  of  life  and  the  living.             
As  Alda  Merini  said  "I  am  not  a  woman  to  cry             
the  stelae,  nor  the  silences  of  the  cemeteries;          
I  am  a  woman  of  love".   And  I  think  that's  the             
most  important  thing,  knowing  how  to  get  the          
positive  out  of  things,  and  I  also  wanted  to  put            
things  in  the  foreground  of  our  world  that  with           
globalization,  individualism  and  the  rapid       
advance  of  our  society  we  do  not  see,  we  do            
not  give  importance,  we  underestimate  or  we         
leave  behind,  as  what  is  currently  happening         

with  immigration,  the  usual  trades,  having  the         
radio  as  the  protagonist  ...   Regarding        
philosophy,  I  think  I  wanted  to  portray  the          
importance  of  the  times,  everything  takes  time         
and  you  have  to  know,  wait  and  enjoy  on  the            
way.  From  now  and  from  the  little  things.          
Because  we  have  nothing  else.   The  past  is          
gone,   and   the   future   is   not   assured.   
  

Are   you   currently   working   on   the   second   
novel?   May   you   share   with   us   your   current   
projects   or   planned   projects?   

  
A  few  months  ago  I  started        
with  the  second  novel,  a  story        
that  has  been  brewing  in  my        
head  for  more  than  5  years,        
but  due  to  time  issues  I  could         
not  develop  it.  Now  it  is        
coming  out  little  by  little,  in  a         
very  different  process  from  the       
one  I  took  with  the  first  novel,         
since  unfortunately  I  don't      
have  that  much  free  time  and        
with  the  pandemic  I  can't  write        
outside  the  home,  as  I  like  to         

do.  I  can  still  say  a  few  strokes.   This  time  the             
protagonist  is  a  woman,  each  chapter  refers         
to  something  that  has  happened  to  her,  the          
field  will  have  a  special  place  and  I  think  it  will             
be  a  very  luminous  story  that  will  end  in  those            
broad  smiles  that  the  readers  offer  when  we          
finish   a   book   that   has   touched   us   inside.   
  

Ana   Liyu   for    Art   &   Culture   Inside     
February,   2021   

  
Klaudia   Chzhu   

info@artcultureinside.com   
  

  
  
  

____________________________   

mailto:info@artcultureinside.com

